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notice,) be a subjectof interest to the " tails
and subordinates."
On the 5th of Jllne,Mr.J. L. Ion, surgeon,
New Cut, Lambeth, was called to Mrs.
Thorton, Waterloo Road, a rather spare
subject, aged 34. Complained of acute,
though circumscribed pain in the epigas-
trium, not increased by pressure ; no ten-
sion or preternatural sensibility evinced, by
.placing the hand on any other part of the ab-
domen ; great irritability of the stomach,
with eructations and nausea. Bowels con-
stipated since the 3rd, and urgent tenesmus ;
,the pulse ranging between 76 and 80 ;
tongue white, but clean; skin cool. The
irritability of the stomach being relieved by
a few grains of opium administered at inter-
-vals, suitable aperients were given without
effect; twelve ounces of blood were ab-
stracted from the arm. Recourse was had
to the warm bath, laxative enemas ; which
treatment was repeated on the 6th, but with
no better success, the symptoms continuing
the same.
On the 7’th, at 3 P.M., profuse alvine
discharges came on, when the patient ex.
pressed much relief. The following morn-
ing, however, exhibited a striking change,
indicative of the near approach of dissolu-
tion. The pulse had risen to 140, small,
and intermitting ; great anxiety of counte-
nance ; breathing laboured and stertorous ;
extremities quite cold. All efforts to rouse
the sinking energies of the system by sti-
mulants were unavailing. The patient lin-
.gered till twelve o’clock, when she died.
Post-mortem examination 50 hours after
death, by Messrs. Ion, Wood, and
Evans.
. Nothing particular presented itself upon
a superficial view of the body, which, ex-
.cepting that the breasts were emaciated,
was well-formed and conditioned. The
usual crucial incisions having been made,
the integuments dissected, and reflected
back over the thoracic and abdominal pa-
rietes, the muscles were divided at their
insertions into the linea alba, the perito-
neum cut through, and omentum exposed,
which presented nothing remarkable. In
consequence of extensive adhesions of the
transverse mesocolon, the result of an
acute inflammatory process, some difficulty
was experienced in tracing out the duode-
num, which was found most minutely in-jected, very extensive, and deep red patches,
occupying the whole of the small intestines,
from the pyloric valve to the caput coli. The
ileo-coacal valve was found nearly obliterat-
ed, and the mesentery highly ii)flarned. A
ligature being placed on the duodenum, at
the distance of two inches from the pylorus,
another at the cardiac extremity of the &oelig;so-
pha.gus, the stomach was cut into, from
which a dark-coloured fluid escaped, en-
dently of a fsecal character, the villous coat
exhibiting throughout an appearance ap’
proaching to gangrene. The large intestines
were filled with a serous effusion, but in
other respects quite healthy. A considk,,.
able quantity of sanguineous fluid was disco.
vered in the cavity of the pelvis. The womb
was filled with purulent matter; the mucous
membrane of gangrenous appearance. Liga-
ments highly vascular ; fallopian tubes very
flaccid, and ovaries perfectly atrophic. The
liver and contents of the thorax natural.
I have invariably observed wasting of tbe
mammae consentaneous, if I may be allowed
the term, with affections of the uterus.
Tenou Street, June lgtb, 1829.
EFFICACY OF IODINE IN BRONCHOCELE.
By P. F. BELLAMY, Esq., Surgeon, Lyme
Regis.
IODINE, it is true, cannot be termed anew
medicine ; but still doubts of its efficacy, and
prejudices against its employment, I believe,
are yet existing. I have seen it employed
most beneficially in chronic glandular en.
largements ; and among the number of
cases which I have observed, the following
which came under my own immediate treat
ment, not only proves this statement, but
may, perhaps, excite some degree of inte.
rest, and induce some one or more of my
professional brethren to make further obser-
vation, before they declare it altogether in.
efficacious, or deem it of little service.
Eliza Niblett, twenty ygars of age, a native
and inhabitant of the West End of London,
had, for five years, a bronchocele affecting
the whole of the thyroid gland, and, by
measurement, the neck exceeded nineteen
inches in circumference. The lobes of the
gland had a firm but spongy feel, the isth.
mus was somewhat softer, and the right
lobe was larger than the left. Many reme.
dies had been tried for its removal, but the
tumour had gradually increased from her
fifteenth year till it gained its present size,
and it had been stationary for a considerable
period. Her health was, generallp speas.ing, good. The treatment was premised by
the use of an aperient, which was occasiol-
ally administered during the cure. I then
gave her ten drops of a tiucture of iodine
three times a day, and the dose wasincreased
two drops every third day, until it amounted
to thirty drops for a dose. The impression
made by this was very slizht, rndeed
scarcely perceptible ; and as the medicine
nauseated, it was discontinued for a few
days. Twenty drops were then again given
three times a-day, and the dose was grada
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ally increued as .before ; in addition to
which, an ointment of iodine was rubbed in
bridiy every night for a week, when it pro.
duced a slight redness of the integument,
and its use was intermitted for a day or two,
and again resumed for a much longer period.
The tumour, however, did not decrease ;
and conceiving that the use of some appli-
cation of a more stimulating nature might
produce the absorption of the iodine, I com-
bined an ounce of tincture of iodine with
Half an ounce of the strong liniment of am-
monia, of which a drachm was rubbed in
every night for four nights successively,
when a redness of the integument was pro-
duced, and its use discontinued for two days;
after which the same quantity was rubbed in
nightly, and continued till it produced so
great a tenderness of the part, that the pa-
tient could no longer bear the friction ne.
cessary for its application, when it was again
discontinued. The inflammation having sub-
aided, the decrease of the tumour was very
evident, the neck measuring an inch less in
circumference. The tincture had been con-
tinued regularly up to this period. The
use of the liniment was again resumed, and
occasionally intermitted and repeated as the
’part indicated, until she had used four
ounces, when it was altogether discontinued.
Her stomach now refused the regular dose of
the tincture, and she only took occasional
doses, and, after a time, its use was also
withdrawn. She had now been taking the
medicine for eight months, and the tumour
was so much reduced, that her neck mea-
sured an inch and a half less in circumfer-
ence than when she first consulted me.
About four months afterwards I met her,
and was much pleased to learn that the tu-
mour had altogether disappeared, and that a
perfect cure was effected. Her neck now
measures but fourteen inches in circum-
ference. The origin of the disease was at-
tributed to sleeping very frequently in a
current of air, at which time she used to
complain of a sensation of cold in the throat
in the morning. She never had an attack of
acute inflammation of the gland. The
largest dose of the tincture which she took
was sixty drops, but it produced nausea, and
a slight heat of the fauces. The liniment
left a dirty yellow appearance of the skin
where it was applied, but this was eventu-
ally removed. The most remarkable feature
of the case is, that the action of the iodine
appears to have influenced the system afterits use was discontinued. The tincture I
employed was made by dissolving forty-
eight grains of iodine in an ounce and a half
of recU6ed spirit. The ointment was made,
by mixing half a drachm of iodine with an
ounce of lard.
MR. HEAD’S CASE OF PURPURA H&AElig;MOR-
RHAGICA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;In the last week’s Number of your
valuable publication, I perceive a commu-
nication from Mr. Head, couched in angry
and personal terms respecting the manner
I cited his unsuccessful case of purpura
h&aelig;morrhagica, as corroborative of the con-
clusions 1 entertained of the inefficacy, if
not injurious effects, of calomel in that dis-
ease, and complaining of the illogical and
unphilosophical style of the communication
(in reference thereto) inserted in No. 294.
To the first of those charges (ironically ex-
pressed) I beg leave distinctly to deny the
intention ofinsinuating any thing detrimental
to the professional abilities of Mr. Head, or
any of his colleagues, in reference to the
case of Paterson ; and with respect to the
other omissions he complains of, he should
refer to the article, and he will find it is an
abbreviated one, and therefore not liable to
the criticism of style. Had Mr. Head
thought proper to request, in a manner be-
coming an inquirer after facts and the pro-
fession we belong to, with a desire for the
advancement of science, and a wish to elicit
the grounds of my belief in the doctrine I
advanced, I would, with pleasure, have
given them to him ; but rashly and unscien-
tifically to declare he would be deaf to all
attempts at conviction, shows an obstinacy
of temper not at all creditable to one be-
longing to a liberal profession; and although
I should prefer declining entering into
a controversy with an antagonist of the
unconvincing inclination of Mr. Head,
who seems to have not only a pugna-
cious and irritable nature, but an awkward
tendency to misconstrue and misquote ; yet,
at some future opportunity, I may be in-
duced to enter more fully on this subject,
as I am in possession of cases which will
carry conviction to any unprejudiced mind
of the erroneous conclusions Mr. Head haa
drawn, in saying that my premises were
"falsely drawn, or only occasional facts."
In conclusion, recommend Mr. Head in
future to pause before he enters on a con-
troversy with dietatoiial rules, and take
unto himself the advice lie has so gra-
tuitousiy laid down for me, and learn the
rules of logic, grammar, and gentlemanly
courtesy, befole he attempts to criticise anyproduction of mine, or be so hasty to quar-
rel with imaginary grievances.
Relying on the favour of your usual.im-
partiality in giving place to this,
1 remain yours obediently, in haste,
E. MOORE.RE
